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OBJECTIVES OF SUMMIT

1. share impacts of climate change and 
indigenous peoples' local adaptation and          
mitigation measures.

2. Enhance knowledge and understanding of          
climate change

3. Collectively deliberate and agree on positions     
and strategies on climate change

4. Develop a roadmap towards Copenhagen and             
beyond.

5. Build an Asia Indigenous Peoples' Network on    
Climate Change.



Participants

I̧ndigenous representatives of organizations and 
networks from 12 Asian Countries 
(Bangladesh,Burma, Cambodia, 
China,Indonesia, India,Malaysia, Nepal, 
Philippines,Taiwan, Thailand, Viet Nam) and 1 
African country (Kenya)

ŅGO representatives from 4 countries outside of 
Asia

Ŗepresentatives from UNDP-RIPP, UN-REDD 
Programme and the World Bank





Vulnerabilities to Climate Change

Ļong droughts and prolonged floods, erratic 
seasonal cycles, unpredictable weather/ disasters

U̧nprecedented strength of typhoons and 
cyclones, coastal waves

¸Worsening food and water insecurity and 
increase in water-borne and vector-borne 

diseases, heat strokes, malnutrition

I̧nvasion of insects and pests (old and new 
species): locust invasions, rat infestation 



Vulnerabilities to climate change

Å Increased burdens for indigenous women 
and children.

- water fetching and fuel gathering.  

- care of the elderly, sick, the young and refugees 
of climate change.

- diminishing roles as subsistence food providers 
and water providers.



Vulnerabilities to climate change

Forest fires, haze, sea level rise, river flooding, 
landslides, coastal erosion, coral bleaching, water and 
soil salinization.

Ḑestruction of traditional livelihoods of indigenous 
peoples (rotational agriculture, non-timber forest products 
harvesting, e.g. rubber tapping, lac, honey, etc.; fishing, 
hunting and gathering and pastoralism,agro-forestry, etc.

¸Cultural ethnocide or destruction of indigenous peoples 
cultures which are linked with nature and  agricultural 
cycles.



Floods in East Kalimantan, 
Indonesia



Floods in Sarawak,Malaysia 2007



Melting of glaciers in Himalaya, lifeline of 2 B people in 
Nepal, India, China and Mekong region who rely on 

glacier-dependent rivers such as the Ganges, 
Brahmaputra,Indus, Mekong, Yellow, Yangtze rivers



Impacts on Traditional livelihoods



Impacts on subsistence agriculture practices of 
indigenous women 



Vulnerability to climate change 
solutions

Å Violation of the rights of indigenous 
peoples to their lands, territories and to 
free prior and informed consent:
ï expansion of oil palm, jatropha and other 

monoculture plantations for the production 
of biofuels or agrofuels.

ï Increased funding and building of mega     
hydroelectric dams as clean development 
mechanism (CDM) 

- extraction of uranium to feed nuclear power 
plants.



Vulnerability to climate change 
solutions

Á Inclusion of tropical rainforests as carbon sinks for 
mitigation: Reduced emissions from deforestation 
and forest degradation in developing countries 
(REDD)

Á Risks ïcentralized and poor governance of 
indigenous peoples' forests;commercialization of 
forests; traditional livelihoods included as drivers of 
deforestation; corruption of finances for REDD; etc.

Á Opportunities: possible inclusion of  UNDRIP/  rights 
of indigenous peoples in REDD; policy reforms and 
implementation of the UNDRIP, recognition of TK in 
forest management.              



Resilience, adaptation and 
mitigation

Å For millenia indigenous peoples have drawn 
on their traditional knowledge to strengthen 
their resilience and demonstrate their capacity 
to cope with climate change.

Å Indigenous peoples do not regard adaptation 
and mitigation as two separate issues. 

Å Indigenous peoples capacities to adapt and    
mitigate are directly related to how their rights 
as contained in the UNDRIP are respected. 



Resilience, adaptation and 
mitigation

Bred diverse crops and developed diverse          
cropping patterns.

Sustained communal water management and     
harvesting  systems for drinking and irrigation

Sustainable traditional agriculture and agro-
forestry practices.

Development of locally-controlled small scale      
energy projects: biomass, solar, micro-hydro,



Resilience, adaptation and 
mitigation

Å Coral reef rehabilitation and mangrove forest 
protection.

Å Ancestral land delineation and mapping.        

Å Strengthen indigenous agro-forestry practices 
and protection of water resources,e.g. River 
nursing practices of Taiwan Aborigines.



Mapping of ancestral waters by the 
Tagbanua of Coron, Philippines


