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The Global Change Research Programmes 
Promote, Facilitate and Coordinate Climate 

and Global Change Research for Society
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GEC Research Programmes

The International Human Dimensions Programme on Global 
Environmental Change promotes, catalyzes and coordinates 
research on the human dimensions. IHDP works at the 
interface between science and practice.

The World Climate Research Programme determines the 
extent of human influence on climate and projects changes 
in climate  and to determine

Part 1: Introduction

DIVERSITAS promotes an integrative biodiversity science
that links biological, ecological and social disciplines, to provide 
the scientific basis for the conservation and sustainable use 
of biodiversity and ecosystem services .

The International Geosphere -Biosphere Programme studies the 
interactions between biological, chemical and physical 
processes and with human systems and improve the 
sustainability of the living Earth
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o Develops inter - and transdisciplinary research
o Facilitates an integrated study of the Earth System 
o Describes and analyses the ways that the Earth is changing
o Determines implications for global and regional sustainability
o Imparts the understanding necessary to respond

Earth System Science Partnership
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Global Change System for Analysis, 
Research and Training (START)

The objective of STARTõs research-driven capacity building 
activities is to engage the scientific communities of 
developing regions in international collaborative scientific 
research and policy discussions related to global change.

Part 2: Capacity building

Through a framework of regional research centers, research nodes, 
science committees and secretariats, START

o facilitates research on regional aspects of global change
o provides fellowship and education opportunities
o shares knowledge, expertise and data
o bridges between science and society to 

support decision making
o mobilizes financial, institutional and 

human resources.
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All programmes support specific 
capacity - building activities

o IHDPõs summer courses, Bonn dialogues and 
Energy dialogues

o IGBPõs Science Series
o IGBP-AIMESõs Young Scholars Netwerk
o Diversitasõ Science-Policy Workshops
o Diversitasõ partnership with greenfacts.org and 

Global Water for Sustainability Programme 
(GWSP)

o Joint WCRP-ICTP workshops on Interpreting
Climate change Simulations and Theory and 
Use of Regional Climate Models

o WRCP & IPCCõs African Climate Atlas
o ESSP contribution to Social Science Forum and 

Tallberg Forum
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All programmes communicate 
their research results

o Publication of many original research papers

o Publication of research syntheses 

o Frequent Perspectives and reviews in 
Science, Nature and PNAS

o Communicate research results to users

o Works with different partners to transfer 
knowledge and understanding to users
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