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Forced out-migration is 

fundamentally different than 

voluntary migration. 

The latter often takes place in 

quest of better opportunities, not 

really driven by failed livelihoods 

and disparity. 



Climate Change & Failed Livelihoods

Livelihoods of the poorest are 

often rely heavily on natural 

resources and extremely 

sensitive to climate-driven 

phenomenon.

Any change in natural variability 

above threshold put such 

livelihoods in deep hardship.

A significant change above and 

below the thresholds of ócoping 

limitô causes failed livelihood.



When forced outmigration is taken place?

It happens when livelihood 

insecurity becomes so high 

that inherent power of social 

capital cannot keep one 

person/household to strive 

and live in the 

neighbourhood. 

Failed livelihoods due to 

climate variability, change 

and extreme conditions 

generally lead to forced out-

migration.



Since forced out-migration will 

take place involving men, 

women and children, the 

fundamental question appears 

why then bother about gender 

perspectives? 

Is it the case that 

women will be differentially treated in the process of 

forced out-migration, or 

gender relation will add additional burden on 

women representing a household engaged in 

forced out-migration?



PATTERNS OF MIGRATION

Seasonal Migration

Permanent Migration

Within country

International

Male member (only) is out-migrating

Female member is (only) out-migrating

Families are out-migrating

Most 

dominant 

pattern

From óhot spotsô

to safer grounds



When the male member out-

migrates alone, there is no 

denying the fact that the 

female has to assume 

additional burden, including 

financial burden, towards 

maintaining the well being of 

the household. In absence of male 

member, the 

household suddenly 

becomes ófemale 

headedô, though for 

wrong reasons. 


