
In search of shelter

Mapping the effects of climate change on 

human migration and displacement



A clear signal

Climate change is already 

contributing to displacement 

and migration. 

While economic and political 

factors are the dominant 

drivers of displacement and 

migration today, climate 

change is already having a 

detectable effect. 



Loss of livelihoods and long-term migration

The breakdown of 

ecosystem-dependent 

livelihoods is likely to remain 

the premier driver of long-

term migration during the 

next two to three decades. 

Climate change will 

exacerbate this situation 

unless vulnerable 

populations, especially the 

poorest, are assisted in 

building climate-resilient 

livelihoods.



Disasters continue to be a 

major driver of shorter-term 

displacement and migration. 

The number of temporarily 

displaced people is likely to 

rise unless countries invest 

now in disaster risk 

reduction.

Disasters and short-term migration



Glacier melt ïOne third of the world s population



Drying up and moving out - Central America


